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PRESS RELEASE – FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
FIBA and Two Circles form D2C strategic venture with Courtside 1891
MIES (Switzerland): FIBA, the International Basketball Federation, and sports marketing and data technology company Two Circles today announced a long-term strategic venture that will revolutionize the direct-to-consumer market for basketball content globally.
Aligning with FIBA's vision to make basketball the world's most popular sports community and the strategic objective to enlarge the FIBA family, the partnership will see FIBA and Two Circles develop, market and commercialize a completely new direct-to-consumer offering under the Courtside 1891 brand. 
The new Courtside 1891 product aggregates scores, streams and schedules from a wide variety of basketball events and leagues across the globe. This comprehensive content offering, combined with a fresh and unique new brand, represents a bold and innovative departure from the typical digital offerings of sports federations. 
The initial launch product for Courtside 1891 was made available on limited release for the recent FIBA Basketball World Cup 2023 second window of qualifiers, played in February across the FIBA regions. 
The Courtside 1891 venture will enable FIBA to develop direct, long-term fan relationships worldwide and build a greater understanding of global basketball fan behaviors and attitudes to help create new products and strategies. It will also create opportunities to deliver greater exposure and visibility for FIBA competitions alongside pan-regional and domestic leagues worldwide.  
Andreas Zagklis, FIBA Secretary General, said: "We are delighted to embark on this venture with Two Circles. Growing the global profile of basketball and unifying the basketball community is a fundamental piece of our vision. With Two Circles' expertise in digital strategies that engage audiences and grow direct relationships with fans, this partnership has already provided a new digital platform that all members of the FIBA Family will benefit from and will create unprecedented levels of engagement with our basketball fanbase.”
Gareth Balch, CEO of Two Circles, added: “Direct relationships with fans has become a valuable currency as sports properties transition from the analogue age of broadcast TV to the era of digital consumption and distribution. As an international federation, FIBA has a track record of innovation, and we are excited with the impact our data-driven approach can have in pushing the boundaries and initiating FIBA's next phase of media distribution and digital fan engagement.”
FIBA and Two Circles' partnership, which will initially run until 2029, has seen Two Circles invest substantial capital to develop new digital platforms and create a dedicated team covering product strategy, sales, marketing, data management and analytics. 
Live streaming via Courtside 1891 is available in all key markets through free and paid subscriptions via all major browsers and operating systems. While fans can currently subscribe to live streams of FIBA's national team events, access live scores from almost all leagues around the world and view highlights from a growing number of competitions, the ultimate vision is to create a truly personalized content feed for each individual basketball fan.
As part of priority developments planned for the service, Courtside 1891 will also become a hub to discover live content on other platforms, becoming the easiest place for fans to discover where and when they can watch live basketball from a range of competitions. Through this, FIBA will be supporting its broadcast partners in delivering FIBA action to the widest audience possible.

– ENDS –

For further information:

FIBA – Patrick Koller, Communications Director - communications@fiba.basketball 
Two Circles – Matt Cutler, Head of Communications – matt.cutler@twocircles.com
About FIBA
FIBA (fiba.basketball) - the world governing body for basketball, is an independent association formed by 212 National Basketball Federations throughout the world. It is recognized as the sole competent authority in basketball by the International Olympic Committee (IOC). For further information about FIBA, visit fiba.basketball or follow FIBA on facebook.com/fiba, twitter.com/fiba,  instagram.com/fiba and youtube.com/fiba.
About Two Circles
From a global network of teams in London, New York, Los Angeles, Paris and Bern, Two Circles uses data to grow direct relationships between sports and fans, driving business growth for over 300 of the world’s leading sports rights-owners including the NFL, Premier League, UEFA, F1 and Wimbledon. 
Two Circles’ technology-enabled, service-led offering helps clients grow revenue across their gameday, sponsorship and media businesses. This includes helping leading sports properties – including the NFL, F1 and ATP Media – use data analytics around sports fan behavior to drive commercial growth for D2C streaming platforms. 
About Courtside 1891
Courtside 1891 is transforming how the global basketball community watches and follows the sport they love. 
Featuring live and on-demand basketball streams, schedules and scores, Courtside 1891 is designed to bring video and live data from professional basketball played across the globe into a single, smart destination – allowing fans to curate and choose the experience they want.
Courtside 1891 is available in every market, via all major browsers and all iOS and Android Operating Systems. Live games can be accessed through either an Annual or Event-based subscription, while a free subscription allows fans to access video highlights, scores, schedules and stats.
Competitions available to watch live and on-demand on the platform this year include the FIBA Asia Cup 2022 from July 12-24, FIBA Basketball World Cup 2023 Qualifiers in June 27- July 5, August 22-30, and November 7-15, FIBA EuroBasket 2022 from September 1-18, FIBA AmeriCup 2022 from September 2-11, and FIBA Women's Basketball World Cup 2022 from September 22-October 1.
Full details on the product features and competitions available can be found at www.courtside1891.basketball 
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